"A Letter from the King & Chiefs 
of the Tuscarora Indians/ 


In hand December 19th, 1801 .. 


"To the Honorable the General Assembly of North Carolina 
the Petition of the undersigned Indians 


' {a deputation from the Puscorora Nation) .. 


1891 


"Brothers: The Great Spirit above, has put it into the hearts of our Nation, 


to appoint us whose names are undersigned. And we accordingly have undertaken 


a long and painful travel to transact business of great importance, as it re- 


spects our Nation. 


"The Great Spirit above has brought us on our way to the ground where some of 


| 
aye us first drew the breath of life. It gave us great joy at first to think that 
aN : 
A we were like to accomplish the business we had undertaken. 
kK 4 : 
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“FIRST, videlecit to look up the small remains of our Nation, which we find 


much scattered from where we left bhen. And some few of our blood that are 


Connora 0 eee ee eS eee 


mixt with the black people, which brings them into bondage by your laws; which 


is a great grief to us, and will be to our whole Nation, if we one forget, to 


leave them in this state of bondage. 


"SECONDLY, to look to the state of our lands, which appear to be withheld 


from us, also by your laws. 


"Brothers, these things has turned our joy into great grief of heart. 


Broth- 


ers, the Great Spirit above made you and made us. He has given you advantages 


that he has hid from us. But the Great Spirit does not wish you to make use of 


them advantages to our hurt. Neither would we willingly think that to be the 
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Case. 
"But what can we think, Brothers, after being treated in the way that we are? 
We think and are forced to believe that we have requested nothing but what we 


have a just right to ask for, and that the request is founded on the greatest 





justice —-~— which we ever mean strictly to adhere to. 

"No, Brothers, we are unwilling to believe you to be bad men, or that you 
are influenced by a bad spirit. And if not, we think you will consider furth- 
er of our matter, and grant our request. And if not, you will be so good as 
to direct us where we are to go for justice in the business we came upon: 

"Sagousae s his mark X 
Longboard, his mark X 


William Printup, his mark X 
Thomas Green, his mark X 


"The above Indian Chiefs signed or made their mark in 
presence of (Ezra Lunt?), Agent. Raleigh, December the 
18th, 1801." 
(Legislative Papers, Box 189 for the year 1801, North Carolina Archives. Lo- 


cated by Dr. Charles Hollaman.) 





*or much more properly, "Saguaresa" (Spear-Dragger). Raleigh, December 14th, 
1802. Legislative Papers, Box 191, N.C. Archives. Also located by Dr. 
Charles Hollaman. 
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